TERMS OF REFERENCE
Information Technology Programmer

1.  Background

The government on St. Lucia procured and implemented SmartStream as its financial Management Information System (FMIS) in the financial year 1997/1998. Currently St. Lucia operates four modules of the SmartStream suite namely; General Ledger, Payables, HR Payroll and Funds Control. To complement SmartStream in delivering effective financial management the government of St Lucia has developed a number of applications in-house namely: Abante, Bank Reconciliation, Receipts and Budget. These applications have been developed using Microsoft Access in some instances and PHP in others. There is also significant number of standard reports that have been developed using Microsoft Access.
A key component of the FMIS is the user defined Accounting Key (UDAK). Embedded in this composite key are the various items to be tracked for financial accounting purposes such as Ministry, Department, Source of funds, etc. 
In the years since the 1997 implementation, the government has determined that the current UDAK has a number of deficiencies that hinder production of financial statements that meet international standards and that provide other challenges to sound financial management.

Cabinet has therefore approved a project to implement a new UDAK to take effect at the beginning of the 2019/2020 financial year (April 2019). A team of software developers is to be engaged to work along with existing IT staff to modify existing systems to accommodate the revised UDAK.
It has also been decided to move away from Microsoft Access as a reporting tool to something more robust and fit for purpose. Consequently, all SmartStream and associated application reports are to be re-written using Microsoft SQL Server Reporting Services (SSRS).  The opportunity will also be taken to review and if necessary redesign existing reports to better meet current user requirements.

2. Objective of assignment
The overall objective is to modify all subsidiary applications that tie in to the FMIS to accommodate the new UDAK and to redesign and redevelop all existing reports to accommodate the new UDAK on the chosen reporting platform. 
3. Scope of Service
The programmers will be responsible for:

· Development of reports using the SSRS platform.
· Testing and debugging of developed reports

· Producing required system and user documentation

· Assisting with the modification of existing applications to accommodate the new UDAK

4. Evaluation criteria
Performance will be expected to produce working reports within agreed upon time frames.
5. Expected outcome
An FMIS environment which accommodates financial reporting on donor funded projects that meets the reporting requirements of the donor and also Reporting on the economic events of The Government of St. Lucia in accordance with International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS).
6. Duration and Estimated Time Input
The assignment will be for the duration of one year

7. Working Environment

Office space, computer workstations and accessories will be provided for contractors based in Saint Lucia. 

The project will also consider engaging suitably qualified personnel from outside Saint Lucia to work remotely. Remote workers would access the development environment via VPN connection. Such persons would be responsible for their own internet access, computer workstations, etc. 

8. Qualification and Experience Requirements 
· A BSc in Computer Science or equivalent qualification
· At least two years’ software development experience

· Microsoft Certified training in SSRS will be provided if necessary however prior experience with the software would be a distinct advantage.

· Working knowledge of SmartStream FMIS is desirable.  
9. Reporting Requirements

The programmers will be assigned to the Accountant General’s Department of the Government of St. Lucia and will;
· Works under the Direction/Supervision of a lead programmer.
· Be required to respond whenever necessary, to the Accountant General and IT Manager

Applications and Curriculum Vitaes should be submitted to:

The Accountant Genetral
Accountant General’s Department

Dayana Center
Cnr. Jeremie & Bridge Street,
Castries, 
Saint Lucia

Fax Number: (758) 451-8737
E-mail: itprogrammer@govt.lc
Deadline for receipt of applications is July 16, 2018.
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